Idiopathic hypertrophic cranial pachymeningitis with perifocal brain edema--case report.
A 51-year-old female presented with an extremely rare case of idiopathic hypertrophic cranial pachymeningitis manifesting as markedly thickened frontotemporal meninges with expanding perifocal edema. Magnetic resonance imaging with gadolinium revealed enhancement of the thickened dura mater protruding into the brain parenchyma accompanied by focal edema causing a mass effect. Histological examination of a biopsy specimen revealed thickened dura with infiltrating lymphocytes. Serological and immunological tests were normal. No inflammatory response or evidence of malignant tumors was observed. The patient was treated with predonisolone, resulting in marked improvement of the mass effect. High-dose steroid therapy appears to be effective for intracranial pachymeningitis associated with expanding perifocal brain edema.